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BLESSING FOR A CHRISTMAS TREE

Lord of the forest, maker of trees, we

honor you as we dedicate this tree. Let it
be a sign of Christmas. Green as life are
its branches; soft as compassion are its
needled leaves; strong as love is its trunk.
May all trees be for us Christmas trees and
trees of life. As sons and daughters of
Adam and Eve, let us rejoice in this tree of
lif e; may the spirit of kindness and love rest
upon it. Amen

by Thomas 6. Simons
Blessings for God® People

FROM THE PRINCI PAL .

A fantastic time was had by all at the annual PTG

Christmas party last Friday evening. I share with you

Alicia Perez's enthusiastic comments about the event:
On behalf of its most appreciative attendees, | wish to
commend our wonderful PTG Social Committee chairs,
Maria Wilson and Rosie Flores, for a job well done at this
year® PTG Christmas Party held on Friday, November
30th.
decorations illuminat ed our souls while war m, delicious hors

A great time was enjoyed by all, as festive

d@euvres and desserts nourished our tummies. The
pleasant selection of wines provided an essence of a
®@ormal adult dinner Gand was a nice touch! We were donned
a gift of the season when All Saints first grade parent
Mrs. Mau gave us a beautif ul a-cappella rendition of Bette
Midler @ song (The Rose.O As parents, most of our social
time is cent ered among our children, so we are gratef ul our
school provides such a special evening just for us! |/ té
always nice to have dinner prepared for you with no wait er
cont inued on page 2

REPORTI NG OF E- SCRI P
PURCHASES

Each school family must print their own e-scrip purchase
totals twice annually, once in December for purchases from
June through September and again in early May. You know
if your family totals look correct. You also know the names
of relatives/friends using e-scrip on your behalf. Their
reports must also be submitted to the school being sure you
note your family name on their report if it differs from
theirs so you will receive proper credit. By printing your
own records, you will be able to take care of errors and
clarify issues in a timely manner. The Scrip Committee—a
small group of volunteers—will still be available to answer
questions. The December reporting due date is
tomorrow, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7th. Pease
remember to print and submit your report to
the school of fice.

CHRI STMAS CONCERT

The annual All Saints Catholic School Christmas Concert will
be held next Thursday, December 13th, at 7:00 p.m. in the
church. Students should return to their classrooms by 6:30
p.m. Attire this year is "Christmas Best."

M | SSION STATEMENT . . .

All Saints Catholic School, a parish K-8 school with
Dominican roots, provides a faith-filled, safe, and
nurturing environment in a community that
celebrates its traditions and diversity. All Saints
School is dedicated to academic excellence, to
fostering every child® scholastic success, and to
supporting  parents in  developing respectful,
responsible, socially conscious children who grow in
their Catholic faith and their ability to say yes to
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FROM THE PRINCI PAL
continued from page 1

to tip and no mess to clean up! Besides, it® fun to mingle
with the school staff on a personal level! This party was a
real holiday treat and we look forward to next year@®.
(Maybe we@ even try Christmas caroling or chicken-
dancing!)

To these comments, I add my heartfelt thanks. Maria
Wilson, Rosie Flores, and their cadre of helpers did an
outstanding job overseeing this special event. I know their
hard work was greatly appreciated by all!

I'm not sure about the hills, but the halls of All Saints
Catholic School are definitely alive with the sound of music.
Classes are rehearsing songs for our annual Christmas
concert; our band, string choir, and piano students are
preparing their musical offerings; and our bell choirs are
practicing their Christmas selections. Prior to the next
week's evening performance when your children will offer
you their musical gift, they will perform for some of our
parishioners at the annual senior holiday luncheon.

Those two concerts are only part of a series of
perf ormances our students take part in at this time of
year: several classes are getting ready for a Christmas
concert that will be a gift fo those who breakfast in
Portuguese Park on Tuesday. More than two dozen of our
boys are preparing to sing with the San Francisco Symphony
this weekend, and several boys are rehearsing their roles as
pages and waits at the annual Golden Gate Boys Choir Old
English Christmas Feast.
programs going on here at All Saints, don't we?

We do have a variety of music

Today seventeen of our boys joined the Golden Gate
Boys Choir and Bellringers at St. Isidore School to provide a
musical feast for the superintendent and the principals in
the Oakland Diocese—and what a feast we were treated tol
Many thanks to third graders Justin Davidson, Alex Galano,
and Jon-Richard Sandell-Zanipatin; fourth graders Adam
Brockman, Kris Garrido, Minh Ly, Zachary Menjivar, Andy
Padilla, Zach Peffer, and Matthew Saccomanno; fifth
graders Andy Padilla and Paul Saccomanno; sixth grader Ben
Cisneros; seventh grader Andrew Uy; and eighth graders
Brandon Cruz, Julian Menjivar, and Fatafehi Tuitavake.
Special thanks to Steve Meyer who coordinated this
special treat.

One note about the Christmas concert. We are all aware
that the parking lot is very crowded during this event. For

the safety of all, I ask you please to park ONLY in
painted stalls and not to block the stairwells. We need to
ensure that our firelanes are unblocked in case of an
emergency and that your children have safe egress as they
move from the school to the church and back again. Your
cooperation is greatly appreciated.

As is the custom at All Saints, the PTG has a drawing for a
free month@ tuition at the annual Christmas party.
Families are allocated one “ticket" for every $200 of gift
wrap sold. This year's winner is the Prudenciado family.
What a nice Christmas present for them—PTG will make
their January tuition payment!

Next Tuesday, December 11th, we will distribute to those at
Patuguese Park the scarves, hats, socks, and
gloves that you and your children donated. Student Council
had to purchase fewer than three dozen items to ensure
that everyone receives a wrapped package with a complete
set of hat, socks, scarf, and gloves. Many of those who
gather for breakfast in the park are homeless or have
inadequate housing and, as we all know, it has gotten very
cold here in Hayward. From my experiences at Portuguese
Park, I know that the recipients of these gifts are very
grateful for all you do to assist them in their times of need.

One last thing: Please mark your calendars. Our annual VIP
Day and Mass will take place on Friday, January 25th. Open
House will be at the beginning of Catholic Schools Week, on
Sunday, January 27th.

May your week be filled with blessings.

POSADA

All Saints Parish invites you fo participate in a community
Posada. A Hispanic cultural tradition centered on the hope
for the birth of Jesus, the parish Posada will include a
Pastorela, a small play that projects the message of love and
hope associated with Christmas. Part of the service will be
in Spanish and part will be in English. Please bring your
children dressed as shepards or angels. Refreshments will
be served.

WHEN: Saturday, December 22, 2007

WHERE: All Saints Gymnasium

TIME: Following the 7:00 p.m. mass
For more information, contact Rebeccah Pelle in the Faith
Formation Office at (510) 538-8984 or Lety Arechiga in the
Parish Office at (510) 581-2570.
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DECEMBER SCHOOL MASS

The December school mass, originally scheduled for December
7th, has been changed. Mass will now be at 8:30 on
Wednesday, December 12th, in honor of the Feast
Our Lady of Guadalupe. Please remember that all children
must be in formal uniform. November Peacemaker awards will
follow.

SCRI P NEWS

Due to frequent changes in denominations and new stores
being added and deleted please be sure you are using the most
recent order form when placing monthly scrip orders. You can
determine this by noting the date stamp in the upper right
hand corner of the form.

Many vendors have been added and others have new or
changed denominations and/or increased some of ftheir
donation percentages. In addition to the usual selection, we
now can get scrip for such vendors as Walmart, AMC Theatre,
Ticketmaster and Mimi's Cafe. Also available are gift card
wrappers for both the holidays and regular gifts. Wrappers
can be purchased for 35 cents each. Thank you for your
support of the scrip program.

CYO GI RLS BASKETBALL
SIGN-UPS

Girls basketball grade 2 - 8 sign-ups will be held December
18th - 21st from 5 - 9 pm in All Saints gym. Cost is $80.00
plus a $50.00 deposit for the uniform. New players need to
bring a birth certificate. Any questions, please call Carole
Adami at 581-6247.

STUDENT SERVICE HOURS

Service hour reports for the first half of the year for
students in grades five to eight are due Monday,
January 14th. Reporting forms were given to students at
the beginning of school year. If you child has misplaced
his/her form, please have him/her pick up a duplicate in the
school office. Please remember: Service hours comprise a
portion of your child's religion grade. Students who do not
report their hours in a timely manner will have their religion
grades lowered by up to one full grade and will receive an
incomplete on their report card until hours are completed.

PEACEMAKERS

Please join us in the church after the December 12th mass to
honor our November Peacemakers.

SVDP FOOD DRI VE

During the Christmas season, we fry as a school to
participate in parish outreach programs. The St. Vincent
de Paul Society has asked us once again to contribute to
the holiday food baskets they will be preparing for needy
families in our community. They are requesting that
students in kindergarten bring in candy canes and
students in grades 1-8 bring in canned goods/non-
perishable foods. A number of families will have a happier
holiday season because of your generous contributions.
All contributions should be in by Monday December 10th.

FI RST RECONCI LI ATION

Students in grades two to four will be receiving the
Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time during the
month of December. If you are a parent of a second to
fourth grader, please make sure you have signed your
child up to receive the sacrament at 6:30 p.m. on either
Tuesday, December 11th or Monday, December 17th. If
you have questions, please contact Rebeccah Pelle, our
parish faith formation coordinator.

CALLING ALL ALUMNI

As we prepare for the school's sixtieth anniversary
celebration, we are tryng to update our alumni database.
If you know All Saints School alumni, we'd appreciate it if
you would call/ask them to call the school office to
provide us with updated personal information, including
name, address, phone number, email address, and year of
graduation. Many thanks for your help in this endeavor.

CYO BOYS VOLLEYBALL
SIGN- UPS
Boys volleyball grade 4 - 8 sign-ups will be held December
18th - 20th from 5 - 9 pm in All Saints gym. Cost is
$100.00. New players need to bring a birth certificate.
Any questions, please call MaryKate Lathrop at 258-9738.

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF
GUADALUPE

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, which
commemorates Mary's appearances to St. Juan Diego, is
December 12th. The day will begin with Las Mafianitas, a
morning rosary service, at 5:00 a.m. The day will conclude
with a multicultural mass at 7:00 p.m.
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SCRI P RENEWAL DEADLINE
Many families have not yet renewed their
Safeway Club cards with e- Scrip. PLEASE
REMEMBER THAT YOU MUST RE-NEW YOUR
E- SCRIP ANNUALLY between August 1st and
October 3lst.
www.escrip.com and clicking on the "Renew Now" button.

This can still be done by visiting

Remember - if you do not renew, you do not accrue, and at
the end of the year you may have a bill duell*
* 10% of the amount of scrip requirement you did not meet

CHRI STMAS VACATI ON

Christmas vacation will begin Thursday afternoon, December
20th.  Classes will resume on Monday, January 7th.
Dismissal on Thursday, December 20th is at 12:00 noon.
KIDS KLUB WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE. The school
will be closed at 12:15 p.m. so that faculty and staff may
attend their annual staff Christmas luncheon.

ALL SAINTS CHRI STMAS EVE
FAMILY LI TURGY

The Christmas Eve Family Mass is specifically aimed at
bringing the good news of Jesus' birth fo our families. One
of the major ways to do this is through the Gospel Pageant,
an interactive Christmas play acted out by the children
during the Gospel.

All children, K-8, are welcome to participate. The rehearsal

schedule is as follows:

*  Sunday, December 16th, 11:30 - 1:00 in the auditorium -
Read the script and select roles

*  Wednesday, December 19th, 3:30 - 5:30 in the church -
Practice and select costumes

e Thursday, December 20th, 3:30 - 5:30 in the church -
Practice

*  Monday, December 24th, 10:00 a.m. - Noon in the
church - Dress rehearsals; practice with music and
costumes

Children must attend at least two of the rehearsals
including rehearsal on December 24th. Those assigned
major roles, such as the Narrator, Mary, or Joseph, must
attend all four rehearsals.

The Christmas Eve family liturgy will take place at 5:00 p.m.
on Sunday, December 24, 2006. Children must check-in no
later than 4:45. If you have any questions, please call
Rebeccah Pelle, Faith Formation Coordinator, at 538-8984.

PORTUGUESE PARK LUNCHES

As part of our community outreach, All Saints Catholic
School takes part in the parish Tuesday Breakfast in
Seventh and eighth grade
students work with parish volunteers fo serve a meal to

Portuguese Park Program.

the hungry who gather every Tuesday morning in
Portuguese Park for a hot breakfast. The school asks
three classes a week to provide a healthy lunch to be
handed out to those who gather for breakfast. Lunches
should include a sandwich (ho mayonnaise, please), a piece
of fruit, a dessert, a drink, and a snack item (i.e. chips,
carrot sticks). Lunches should be, if possible, placed in a
plastic grocery bag. Many thanks for your participation in
this important outreach.

Tues 12/11 Second, fifth, & eighth grade

Tues 12/18 First, fourth, & seventh grade

Tues 1/8 Kindergarten, third, & sixth grade

TRAFFI C DUTY

Week of 12/7 ©12/13

F12/7 Justice

M 12/10 Mendoza

T 12/11 NEED VOLUNTEERS

W 12/12 Mendoza

Th 12/13 NEED VOLUNTEERS

Traffic duty is from 7:35 to 8:05 a.m.
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU SIGN IN IN THE TRAFFIC
DUTY BOOK IN THE SCHOOL OFFI CE

LUNCH SUPERVI SI ON
Week of 12/7 - 12/13

F 12/7 NEED VOLUNTEER
M 12/10 NEED VOLUNTEER
T12/11 Bur ns/ Cassaro

W 12/12 NEED VOLUNTEER
Th12/13 NEED VOLUNTEER

Lunch supervision is from 12:00 to 1:45.
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU SIGN IN IN THE YARD
DUTY BOOK IN THE SCHOOL OFFI CE
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