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Praised be you, my Lord, through our
Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains us, governs us,
and who produces varied fruits with colored flowers
and herbs.

Praised be you, my Lord, through Brother Wind and
through the air, cloudy and serene, and every kind
of weather.

Praised be you, my Lord, through Sister Moon and
the stars in heaven; you formed them clear and
precious and beautif ul.

Praised be you, my Lord, through Brother Fire,
through whom you light the night and he is beautif ul
and playful and robust and strong.

Praised be you, my Lord, with all your creatures,
especially Sir Brother Sun, who is the day and
through whom you give us light. And he is beautif ul
and radiant with great splendors and bears likeness
of You, Most High One.

~ Saint Francis of Assisi

FROM THE PRINCI PAL .

Do you know any adults who don® organize their lives by
writing events and due dates on a calendar, paper or
electronic? How many adults do you know who write o DoQ
lists on a regular basisNbefore they go shopping, before
they run errands, at work? As adults we have learned that if
we do not use these @eminderO techniques, we® forget
somet hing important or not be somewhere when we need to
be there. Students need to use similar techniques to ensure
they get their work done in a timely mannerNand don®
forget an important assignment.

continued on page 2

BLESSING OF THE ANI MALS

Next Thursday, October 4th, we will start our day with our
annual Blessing of the Animals prayer service.
The service will commence immediat ely af ter mor ning prayer
and pledge. Please know that your child is welcome to bring
a live pet, a picture of a live pet, or a favorite stuffed
Just a reminder:
accompanied by an adult and taken home right after the

animal. All live pets need to be

blessing.

PARENT CONFERENCES

Our annual parent-student-teacher conferences are being
held Thursday, October 11th and Friday,
October 12th. [Kindergarten conferences ONLY will be
held in November.] All conferences for grades one to eight
will be goal-setting conferences and all will involve student
participation. Thank you.

MASS & PEACEMAKER
AWARDS

Please join us for Mass next Friday, October 5th, at 8:30
a.m. in the church. Peacemaker Awards will take place after
mass.

M | SSION STATEMENT . . .

All Saints Catholic School, a parish K-8 school with
Dominican roots, provides a faith-filled, safe, and
nurturing environment in a community that
celebrates its traditions and diversity. All Saints
School is dedicated to academic excellence, to
fostering every child® scholastic success, and to
supporting  parents in  developing respectful,
responsible, socially conscious children who grow in
their Catholic faith and their ability to say yes to
life . . . yes to God.
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

continued from page 1

When the school communityN parents, students, and staf f N
developed schoolwide Student Learning Expectations (SLES)
for All Saints Catholic School, they stated that Gan All
Saints Catholic School student is a learner who
demonstrates strong,independent study skills.C
[A copy of our SLEs is attached to this newsletter for
ref erence.]

We all understand how important study skills are to the
success of astudent. Infact, experience tells us that most
low grades are the result of deficient organization/ study
skills, not the result of lack of ability. Although some
students seem to have an innate ability to organize their
work and their lives, most need to be taught ways to do so
effectively. In general, even the most academically
proficient students feel they could grow in the areas of
organization and study skillsN especially since life in the

21st century can be hectic and over-filled with activity.

For all of these reasons, the faculty determined last year
that we needed to place more emphasis on organizational
and study skills. This is why we changed the f ormat of our
parent-teacher conf erences. Conferences for grades one to
eight are goal-setting in the areas of organizational and
study skills. Students are asked to fill out inventories in
class to help them look realistically at their personal
organizational and study skills. Questions vary by grade
level. The first grade inventory has ten questions that
include
e Dol put my homework in my folder?
e Dol listeninclass?
* Dol read everyday?
Fifth to eighth grade students have more areas to assess
with questions that include
e Do | organize and pack up my homework at night so
that it® ready to go when | leave for school in the
mor ning?
e Do | re-work problems/re-do work that | have not
done correctly?
e Dol come toclass with the appropriate materials?
* Am | ready to work immediately [upon entering the
classroom] ?

Teachers go through the inventories with their homerooms
and guide students in the development of one or two study
skill goals to concentrate on during the remainder of the
semester or year. They then conference individually with
each student in their homer oom, reviewing goals and helping

children assess the steps they will have to take to
accomplish each goal. They also help students look
realistically at how parent(s) and teacher (s) might help them

accomplish t heir goals.

Next Monday, in preparation for your conference, we will
send you an abbreviated checklist about your child® study
habits. We ask you to fill this checklist out (all questions
have simple yes or no answers) and bring it with you to your
child® conf erence.

The student and parent inventories (indicators of areas of
strength and areas for growth for each student), along with
discussion of the actual goals, will comprise the content of
the goal-setting conf erences. Parents, student, and teacher
will be asked to sign each student goal sheet, stating that
they agree to work together so that the student is
successf ul in accomplishing his/ her goal(s).

At the end of the semester, students will be asked to
assess their progress toward their goal(s). |f they have
successf ully accomplished goals, they will be asked to set
new ones. |f they still need to work on a goal, they will be
asked to re-assess the steps they are taking and/or the
help they need. Teachers will conference with each student
individually each semester to help the student evaluate
his/ her progress. Updated goal sheets will be sent home as

appropriate.

We hope that this process

1. Assists students in the setting of realistic goals
that will lead t o stronger academic success.

2. Helps students grow in their organizational/ study
skills.

3. Helps students understand their responsibility for
and control over their own lear ning.
Forges stronger home-school connections.

5. Helps students develop the lif e skills that everyone
needs to function ef fectively in their personal lif e
and in t he wor kplace.

Please remember that this process is still relatively new for
all of usNit is only our second year using this format. We
will continue to refine the process as we gain experience and
develop new understandings of effective goal-setting.
Thank you for working on this with us. We welcome your
feedback. Together we can help our children become more
successful students armed with the organizational skills

that will help them lead ef f ective adult lives.
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| TBS TESTING

Students in grades two to eight will continue taking their
annual standardized tests, the lowa Test of Basic Skills,
through October 2nd. The | TBS assesses achievement in
reading, math, and language arts, as well as science,
geography, and social studies. How can you help your child
prepare for testing week?

* Make sure your child gets a good night sleep each night.
A child who is well rested and not sleepy is able to f ocus
on what ever task is at hand.

* Make sure your child has breakfast in the morning.
Research indicates that children need to GeedOtheir
brainsN both literally and figuratively!

We ask that you do everything possible to
ensure that your child is at school every day
during the testing.
dentist appointments in the afternoon, not the morning. We

Please schedule any doctor or

have a limited time to give the tests and make-ups are not
always possible. |f your child arrives at school after the
start time of any individual test, s/ he will be unable to take
that test at that time. Your efforts to ensure that your
child is at school ontime are greatly appreciat ed.

SCRI P NEWS

Great news! Our list of monthly scrip vendor s has expanded
and now includes such choices as Lucky/Savemart/
FoodMaxx, Century Theaters, Disney, iTunes, Gymboree
and more. Many denominations have changed as well so you
have more options to choose from. These changes will be
available in the next monthly scrip order that goes home.
Thank you f or your support!

SAFEWAY SHOPPERS
PLEASE REMEMBER THAT YOU MUST RE-
NEW YOUR E- SCRI P ANNUALLY between August
1st and October 31st.
www.escr ip.com and clicking on OYES! Renew.O You will need

This can be done by visiting

your Saf eway Club Card number when you renew.

BUI LDING SECURITY

All visitors and/ or parent volunteers are required to report
to the office, sign in, and secure a visitor® badge. Back
doors are always locked during school hours, and the only
access to the building is through the main entrance on
Second Street. PLEASE DO NOT ASK
STUDENTS OR STAFF TO OPEN THE BACK
DOORS FOR YOU.

SAFE ENVI RONMENT FOR
CHI LDREN POLICI ES

The Oakland Diocesan Safe Environment for Children
Project was developed in cooperation with the Oakland
Diocesan Presbyteral Council in compliance with the
adoption of the Charter for the Protection of Children
and Young People developed at the US Conference of
Cat holic Bishops in June 2002. Adherence to the policy
and implementation of the project is a mandate from
Bishop Vigner on.

Compliance with the terms of the Safe Environment for
Children Mandate requires that ALL volunteers be
screened yearly through the Megan® Law process*,
complete an bi- annual training** (which can be done
on-line), and agree to the Diocesan Policy of Expectations
and Guidelines for Ministry to Minors.

Since all families sign a contract to volunteer a minimum
number of hours at the school, in essence, the policy
requires that at least one parent in each family comply
with the terms detailed above. |f grandparents, other

relatives, or friends will be completing hours on behalf of

any child, they, too, are subject to the above
requirements. NO ONE CAN BE ALLOWED TO
CHAPERONE ON A FIELD TRIP OR VOLUNTEER AT
SCHOOL IN ANY CAPACITY UNTIL HE/SHE HAS
COMPLETED THE TRAINING.

The training can, as mentioned above, be done on-line.
The easiest way to access the site is through the Oakland

Diocesan website at www.oakdiocese.org. Once there,

click on (Baf e Environment TrainingOon the menu on the
right side of the page. The training can be done in an hour
and a half or less. You can do part of it and then return
to complete it on anot her day if you wish. At the end, you
will be asked to agree to the Diocesan Policy of
Expectations and Guidelines for Ministry to Minors. You
will then be able to print your certificate of completion.
Each volunteer will need to send a copy of his/her
certificate and a check for $5.00 (to cover the cost of
the on-line class) to the school of fice.

As always, | am grateful for your cooperation. Because
we are all concerned about child safety, | @ sure that all
of us will willingly comply with this mandate from Bishop
Vigneron and t he US Bishops.

* Parish and school staff and any parents volunteering on over night
trips are fingerprinted and screened through the FBI and the
Department of Justice.

**  Those who were certified last year will NOT
have to complete training this year.
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STUDENT OPENINGS

We are still accepting applications for the 2007-2008
school year. |f you have afriend or neighbor who might be
interested in All Saints Cat holic School, please have him/ her
call Ann Maloney Lee in the school of fice.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Volunteers are needed for the Scoliosis test on Thursday,
October 11th at 8:00 am. This test is for grades 5, 7, and
8 only. Pease call Martha Fairwell at (510) 889-8428 if you
can assist .

PARENT PARTI ClI PATI ON

Parent Participation Cards are attached to this newsletter.
It is your responsibility to keep track of your
participation hours and to record them on the
card. Hours reported for Fiesta on the volunteer sheets
should also be reported on your red card. The cards will be
collected in January, when you will be asked to add up your
hours for the first half-of -t he-school-year. New cards will
then be distributed in January to be collected in late May;
these will be for recording second half-of-the-year
participation hours.

SCHOOL HOLI DAY
School will be closed on Monday, October 15th, in

observance of the Columbus Day holiday. Classes will
resume on Tuesday, October 16th.

MI NI MUM DAYS
Thursday, October 11th and Friday, October
12th are minimum days. School is dismissed at 12 noon.
Kids Klub will be available. Parent/ Teacher/Student Goal-
Setting Conf erences begin at 1:00 p.m. on these days.

HELP NEEDED FOR AN
ALL SAINTS FAMILY

One of our school families was struck by tragedy just prior
to the start of this school year when their home was
partially destroyed by fire. Most of their five-year-old®
personal belongings were lost. As we keep this family in our
prayers, we are asking school families to come together and
help with the donation of any clothing (size 5) and toys
appropriate for afive-year-old boy. Donations can be either
new or gently used and may be left in the school office.
Thank you f or your generosity.

PORTUGUESE PARK LUNCHES

As part of our community outreach, All Saints Catholic
School takes part in the parish Tuesday Breakfast in
Portuguese Park Program. Seventh and eighth grade
students work with parish volunteers to serve a meal to
the hungry who gather every Tuesday morning in
Portuguese Park for a hot breakfast. The school asks
three classes a week to provide a healthy lunch to be
handed out to those who gather for breakfast. Lunches
should include a sandwich (no mayonnaise, please), a piece
of fruit, a dessert, a drink, and a snack item (i.e. chips,
carrot sticks). Lunches should be, if possible, placed in a
plastic grocery bag. Many thanks f or your participation in
this important outreach.

Tues 10/02 Kindergarten, third, & sixth grade
Tues 10/09 Second, fifth, & eighth grade
Tues 10/ 16 First, fourth, & seventh grade

MORNI NG DROP- OFF

Please remember that there is NO supervision on the
school yard prior to 7:40 am. All students dropped of f

prior to 7:40 must go to Kids Klub. For the saf ety of our

children, there can be no exceptions to this policy. Your
cooperation is greatly appreciated.

FREE OPERA OPPORTUNITY

TONIGHT, while a live performance of the opera
Samson and Delilah is taking place at the War Memorial
Opera House, a simulcast of the production will take place
at AT&T Park in San Francisco. This simulcast is
a FREE event and will begin at 8:00 p.m.

Samson and Delilah, an opera written by French composer,
Charles Camille Saints-Saens in 1877, is based on the
biblical story. Our music teacher, Ms. Olivier, saw it last
week and said it is Gn amazing production suitable for
children of all ages.0 (As an aside, Ms. Olivier® f at her is
the principal bassoonist with the San Francisco Opera
Orchestra) So, if you don® have anything else planned
tonight, you might take your family tothe opera. ..

Pl CTURE RE- TAKE DAY

Ficture re-take day will be Monday, October 22nd. |f you
wer e absent on picture day in September or are unhappy
with your photos, you may have retakes done on this day.
Please remember that your child must wear his/ her school
sweat shirt in the photo.
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ALTAR SERVER TRAINING

Training for new altar servers will start on Tuesday,
October 9th, and will continue for three consecutive weeks.
Sessions will run from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. and will be held in
the church. Training is open to all baptized 5th and 6th
graders who have received their First Communion.
Students must be accompanied by a parent or
guar dian.

SCRI P VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Volunteers are needed to sell scrip one day a week after
school in the auditorium from 3:00 £3:30. This is a great
way to earn parent participation hours. If you are
interested in helping in this important area please contact
Mary Bulnes at 537-5225.

FIESTA PARENT
PARTI Cl PATI ON HOURS

Fiesta Volunteer Hour Forms need to be turned into the

school of fice no later than Monday, October 1st. |f you

need a form please pick one up in the school office. All

forms need to be signed by either the booth co-chair or one
of the members of the Fiesta Committee. We will be
calculating all Fiesta hours worked and sending home a
letter with your total hours. The school contract states

that you are required to work four hours if you are a two-
parent family or two hours if you are a single parent f amily.

TRAFFI C DUTY
Week of 9/28 D10/4

F 09/28 Troncao/ Justice

M 10/01 Martinez

T 10/02 NEED VOLUNTEER
W 10/03 NEED VOLUNTEER
Th 10/ 04 NEED VOLUNTEER

Traffic duty is from 7:35 to 8:05 a.m.
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU SIGN IN IN THE TRAFFIC
DUTY BOOK IN THE SCHOOL OFFI CE

LUNCH SUPERVI SI ON
Week of 9/28 - 10/4

F 09/28 NEED VOLUNTEERS
M 10/01 NEED VOLUNTEERS
T 10/02 NEED VOLUNTEERS
W 10/03 NEED VOLUNTEERS
Th 10/ 04 NEED VOLUNTEERS

Lunch supervision is from 12:00 to 1:45.

FROM DENI SE CURTI S, OUR
SCHOOL COUNSELOR .

| @ glad to be back at All Saints and hope your school
year is getting off to a great start. As the counselor, |
can help students and families make adjustments to new
family, home, or school situations as well as assist them
through dif ficult times, such as separation and divorce or
the death of aloved one. Additionally, parents often call
me to get feedback on concerns they have about their
child or how to handle a specific issue that has come up.

A child may request to see me or a teacher or parent may
refer the child. Before | speak with a child, however, |
must have a signed parent permission slip. | believe
children do their best when the adults in their lives
communicate and work together. | also believe that
parents have a right and responsibility to know what is
going on in their children® lives. Anything you or your
child share with me remains confidential, unless keeping
that confidentiality would cause harm to your child or
someone else.

| am at All Saints on Tuesdays and Fridays. Feel freeto
drop by, and | will be glad to chat with you if | am
available. (My office is the one across from the school
library with the beautiful glass windows.) Alternatively,
you may reach me by phone or leave me a voicemail at All
Saints at (510) 582-1910. You may also leave me a
voicemail at Catholic Charities at (510) 768-3100,
extension 3806.

FORMAL DRESS

Please remember that your child needs to be in formal
uniform for mass next Friday, October 5th. Boys
must wear long pants. Girls in grades KB} must wear
jumpers, and girls in grades 588 must wear skirts. Please
make sure your child brings an All Saints sweatshirt,
which is part of the formal unif orm. Thank you.

LI ONS (QRECYCLE FOR SIGHTC

Lions | nternational has a program in which t hey collect old
eyeglasses for the needy. |f you or anyone you know has
old/used eyeglasses, you may turn them in to the
designated box in the school of fice. The Lions Club will
take these glasses to Mexico and, with the help of a
licensed doctor, assign them to individuals in need. Thank
you for your support of this outreach.
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