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God will rejoice over you

with happy song .
God will dance
with shouts of joy for you
as on a day of festival.
Zephaniah 3:18

FROM THE PRINCIPAL . . .

Graduation was a joyous occasion on Saturday. We again
congratulate the thirty-three graduates who are well
prepared for high school. Fourteen of these students ear ned
the prestigious National Presidential Award for Educational
Excellence. This award recognizes students who have met
the following criteria:

¥ scored inthe 85th percentile or above on the reading or
mat hematics sections of the | owa Test of Basic Skills in
seventh or eighth grade and/or received two teacher
letters of recommendation;

¥ achieved a grade point average of 3.5 or higher in core
classes during both seventh and eighth grades; and

¥ been exemplary students in terms of citizenship,

conduct, and responsibility.

This year the National Presidential Award for Educational
Excellence was awarded to Jackie Arechiga, Danielle
Benjamin, Toni Coaston, Ryan Costello, Breana
Lastiri, Vanessa Maholland, Gina Markette,
Tatiana Marzo, Julian Menjivar, Christina
Montes, Eric Padilla, Chariz Seijo, AJ Smith,
and Carmela Valderrama.
outstanding scholars.

Congratulations to these

Several ot her students also received honors.

¥ The Principal@ Award recognizes two students who
strive to be the best they can be and who exhibit out -

continued on page 2

POST- REGI STRATI ON PACKET

The post-registration packet is available on the school
website. Just click on QPost Enrollment FormsOon the left-
side menu. The packet includes forms that should be
printed out, completed, and returned to the school of fice by
June 20th. What® in the Post-Reg Packet 2008-090det ails
the contents of the packet and due dates for specific
information. | f you need hard copies of the forms, please
contact the school of fice and a complete packet will be sent

home wit h your eldest child. [Update | nfo on page 5]

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

Please remember that Friday, June 6th is the last day of
school. Dismissal will be at 10:00 a.m. There will
be NO after school Kids Klub that day.

EMERGENCY BACKPACKS

We apologize for the state of the emergency backpacks.
We thought we had solved the ventilation problem but
clearly have not. Mr. Olmeda will continue to work on the
Carole Adami
volunt eered to help us come up with solutions. Many thanks

issue. and Mary Kate Lathrop have

for your understanding.

M | SSION STATEMENT . . .

All Saints Catholic School, a parish K-8 school with
Dominican roots, provides a faith-filled, safe, and
nurturing environment in a community that
celebrates its traditions and diversity. All Saints
School is dedicated to academic excellence, to
fostering every child® scholastic success, and to
supporting  parents in  developing respectful,
responsible, socially conscious children who grow in
their Catholic faith and their ability to say yes to
life . . . yes to God.
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

continued from page 1

standing citizenship and genuine respect and caring for
others. Julian  Menjivar and Carmela
Valder rama were honored with this impressive award
this year.

¥ Toni Coaston, Vanessa Maholland, and
Carmela Valderrama  were awarded an
I ndomitable Spirit Scholarship from Peter
Salas, director of our extended care TaeKwonDo
program. This scholarship recognizes students for
perseverance in this martial art which requires great
physical and mental discipline.

¥ Julian Menjivar and Fataf ehi Tuitavake were
the recipients of Golden Gate Boys Choir
Scholar ships. This scholarship is bestowed by Steve
Meyer, Director of both the Golden Gate Boys Choir
and the All Saints School Music Program. It recognizes
a student(s) with outstanding musical ability who plans
to continue his education at a Cat holic high schooal.

¥ The Young LadiesOlnstitute (YLI) and the
Young Men® Institute (YMI) each recognize a
student who has demonstrated a commitment to
learning and to serving his/ her community and who will
continue his/ her education at a Catholic high school.
YLI bestowed its scholarship on Toni Coaston; YMI
bestowed its on Eric Padilla.

¥  As announced previously, Chariz Seijo received the
Brother Gary Stone Scholarship from Moreau
Cat holic High School. This scholarship is awarded
to the two students who receive the highest scores on
the High School Placement Test. Moreau President
Monica Des Jarlais was present at the All Saints
Cat holic School graduation to bestow t he honor.

¥ Also as previously announced, Car mela Valderrama
received a Presidential Scholarship from St. Joseph
Notre Dame High School, along with an invitation
to the Chaminade | nstitute, the school® distinguished
honor s program.

¥ Ryan Costello recieved an academic scholar ship from
Bishop O®owd High School. o®owd Principal
Joe Salamack was present at the All Saints Catholic
School graduation so he could bestow t he award.

¥ Additionally, Toni Coaston was notified late Friday
af ternoon that she is the recipient of the Diocese

of Oakland CYO Scholarship.

Congratulations to these graduates for their outstanding
accomplishment s!

The Peacemaker Award is given monthly to students in each
grade who have consistently modeled Christian behavior,
particularly in their interactions with others. Let us commend
the following children, our May/June Peacemakers, for

serving as wonder f ul role models for all of us:
Michelle Dinh Kindergarten
Jonah Mageria Kindergarten

Reagan Sterling Kindergarten

Carlos Lopez First Grade
Laur en Cello First Grade
Kailani Smith First Grade

Sofia Herrera-Padilla Second Grade

MerryD Wilson Second Grade

Kayla Bellow Second Grade

Ruby Perez Second Grade
Kiara Binas Third Grade
Jessica Bar nes Third Grade

Jon-Richard Sandell-Zanipatin

Third Grade
Fourth Grade
Fourth Grade

Gabriel Fernandez

Giovanni Her nandez

Mar nie Goswell Fifth Grade
Claire Uhl Fifth Grade
Marielle Valderrama Fifth Grade
Stephanie Siri Sixth Grade
Merissa Ramir ez Sixth Grade
Colin de Guzman Sixth Grade

Brandon Justice Seventh Grade

Christina Herrera Seventh Grade

Congratulations t o t hese May/ J une Peacemaker s!

Last night was our first All Saints Piano Recital. Held in the
parish chapelNa perfect venue for a small recitalNsecond
graders Maika Grospe, Krystal Joy Ragasa, and
Mickaela Martinez; third grader Celeste Marucut;
and fifth graders Marnie Goswell and DesireZ Santos
performed magnificently. Each played two pieces of their own
choosing with great passion and aplomb. | was so impressed by
their considerable skill on the piano, | have asked them to play
for the entire student body after our prayer service on
Friday. Many thanks to Sam Heintz, our M.U.S.E. piano
teacher, for nurturting the musical ability of our students.

ALL S AINTS SCHOOL 2




CONGRATULATIONS, MR. Ci

| have great news! Mr. Carrethers, our PE. teacher, has
been promoted. He comes to us through Rhythm and Moves,
an organization that contracts with public and priviate
schools to provide well-trained physical education teachers
to implement the Calif ornia Physical Education Standards.
Mr. Carrethers has been promoted to mentor teacher
status and, as such, he will be working three days a week
with the corps of Rhythm and Moves teachers out in the
field, helping them to become the excellent teachers we
have come to expect from Rhythm and Moves.

Although this is great news for Mr. Carrethers, it is mixed
news for us at All Saints. We are currently his three-day-a-
week school, and those three days will become his ment oring
days. Mr. Cand the Director of Rhythm and Moves ensure
us of a strong, experienced replacement. Because we have
had two dif ferent Rhythm and Moves teachers at All Saints,
both of whom were outstanding, | take them at their word.

FI RST DAY OF SCHOOL

The first day of school for the 2008-2009 school year will
be Tuesday, August 26th. Both August 26th and
August 27th will be minimum days.

PTG OPENINGS

Kathleen Coaston has completed her tenure as PTG
chairperson. The PTG is looking for a volunteer who might
wish to fill this position. Please call Kathleen Coaston if you
are interested. As info: There are several class
coordinator positions available, t oo.

ACCEPTING APPLI CATI ONS

We are still accepting applications for grades K-7. If you
have friends or acquaintances who might be interested in
enrolling their child/ren at All Saints School, please ask
themto call the school or to stop by the of fice to pick up an
application.

As information: The Basic Fund still has
scholarships available to students new to All
Saints. Current school families who have a child starting
All Saints in August are eligible for scholarships for that
child and for their children already enrolled at All Saints.
Please contact the school of fice for mor e inf ormation about
the Basic Fund.

KI NDERGARTEN
ORI ENTATI ON

There will be a kindergarten orientation on Monday,
August 18th at 7:00. This is for ALL parents with
incoming kindergarten students.

FI ELD DAY FREE DRESS

Tomorrow, June 5th is our annual Field Day. There will be
free dress on this day. Dress should be appropriate to
allow for sports related activities. No short shorts, mini
skirts, halter tops, midriffs, or tank tops. Low cut tennis
shoes only may be wor n.

SUMMER SCHOOLS/ CAMPS

We have information about a variety of summer school
programs and summer camps. |f you are interested,
please st op by the school of fice to pick up brochures.

SUMMER OFFI CE HOURS

The school of fice will be open daily from 9:00 am. until
3:00 p.m. from June 9th to June 27th and from August
1st to August 24th. The office will be closed
during the month of July.

UNI FORM EXCHANGE SALE

We still need volunteers to sell used unif orms on Sunday,
August 3, 2008. Thisisagreat way toget an early start
on parent participation hours. Sign up now by contact ing
the school of fice or by calling Leticia Arechiga at 510-
538-8936.

REGI STRATI ON PACKETS

Registration packets were due on May 15th. |f you
haven® done so already, please return your packet to the
school of fice.

MEDI CATI ONS

I f your child has been taking medications either on an Qs
neededO or on a regular basis, you must pick up the
medicines by Friday, June 6th. All medications that are
not picked up will be discarded.

GARDEN OPPORTUNITIES

The Garden Committee will continue working in the school
garden over the summer to prepare it for fall planting.
Parents or students wishing to help may contact
chair per son Regina Galano at saintsgarden07 @gmail.com.
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SUMMER READING LOSS

Because this is such an important topic, I reprint
below a column from last year that offers
suggestions for minimizing the effects of summer
reading loss.

Summer is fast approaching and with it Gummer reading.C
Evidence abounds regarding the positive ef f ects of summer
reading and how it can help mitigate that dreaded summer
loss of reading and academic skills.

Barbara Heyns, who spent two years documenting summer
reading gains and losses among sixth and seventh graders in

the Atlanta public schools, found in her now definitive and
classic study, Summer Learning and the Effects of
Schooling (1978), that

! The number of books read during the summer was
consistently related t o academic gains.

! Children in every income group who read six or more
books over the summer gained more in reading achieve-
ment than children who did not.

! The use of the public library during the summer was
more predictive of vocabulary gains than attending
summer school was.

! One of the major factors determining whether a child
read over the summer or not was whether the child
used the public library.

! The public library contributed more to the intellectual
growth of children during the summer than any other

public institution, including schools.

From the article OMaking the Case for Library Services to Children
and TeensOcompiled by the State Library of North Carolina
http://statelibrary.dcr.state.nc.us/ 1d/ yout h/ case.ht m# Power

Renowned linguist and educational researcher Stephen
Krashen writes about the value of free voluntary reading in
his book The Power of Reading (Second Edition 2004). He
concludes:

! Children read more when they see ot her people reading.

! People who read more, write better.

! Reading as a leisure activity is the best predictor of
compr ehension, vocabulary, and reading speed.

! Outstanding high school writers report extensive
summer reading.

! The relationship between free voluntary reading and
literacy is extremely consistent, even when dif f erent
tests, different methods of reading habits, and
dif ferent definitions of free reading are used.

! I f children read one million words a year, at least one

thousand wor ds will be added to t heir vocabulary.

Spelling impr oves the more kids read.

Children who participate in summer reading programs
benefit from the many literacy-related activities
of fered, adding significantly to literacy development.
Public library summer reading programs encourage
children to spend a significant amount of time with
books.

Summary from New York State Library® (Highlights on Summer
Reading and Ef f ects on Student Achievement O
htt p:/ / www.nysl.nysed.gov/ libdev/ summer/r esear ch.ht m

My point here is, of course, that your children need to
readNALL THE TIME, during the school year and,
perhaps even more importantly, during the summer.

Clearly, the benefits of doing so are far-reaching. So

what can you, as parents, do to encourage reading and

minimize Gummer reading loss(®

Let your children see that you value reading. Set
aside time each day for readingNa time when both
you and your childrenread independently.
Read to your child. Even older children love to be
read to. When | taught junior high, my students truly
enjoyed those occasional story times when | would
read them an old f avorite picture book.
Honor your child® reading preferencesN be they for
fantasy, realistic fiction, informational books, or
biogr aphies. We, as adults, all have preferences. | &
an avid reader of nineteenth century British
literature (okay, my degrees are in English literature),
but | have a weakness for good mysteries and will
of tenread several in arow between other books.
I f your child loves RL. Stine® Goosebumps books, let
him or her devour the whole collection if she/he is
reading all the time. |, myself, ecame a readerQin
third grade when | began devouring all the Nancy
Drew mysteries.
Make sure you have a plentif ul collection of books at
homeN whether you purchase them, borrow them
from the public library, or provide a combination.
Help your child obtain a library card. Our public
children®

librarians tend to be particularly knowledgeable and

libraries are great resourcesNand
enthusiastic.

I f your child is between the ages of 3 and 12, enroll
him/ her in the summer reading program at your local
i.e. GCatch the Reading BugOat the
Castro Valley Public Library or other branches of the
Alameda County Public Library.

Help your child take advantage of the wealt h of

public library,

continued on page 4
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SUMMER READING LOSS

continued from page 4

books on tape and books on CD available through the
public library system. These are great when traveling or
for the Gtruggling readerO who might benefit from
following along in the book as the narrator reads the
story. (I @ not sure | @ survive my commute wit hout my
books on CD. | ALWAYS have one inthe car.)

I f your child is thirteen, s/ he could be around books
the Kid Power
Volunteer Program at any of the Alameda County Public

AND earn service hours through
Libraries (i.e. Castro Valley). Students must attend a
mandatory orientation NEXT WEEK. For more
inf ormation, call the Castro Valley Library at (510) 670-
6280.

Finally, if you are looking for book lists, here are a f ew use-

ful websites

ADDENDUM 2008:

The American Librarians Association® list of Current
Notable Children® Books at http://www.ala.org/ ala/

alsc/ awar dsscholar ships/ childr ensnot able/ not ablecb ook

list/ currentnotable.htm

The American Librarians Association® link to children®
book award winners at http://www.ala.org/ ala/ alsc/

awar dsscholar ships/ lit er aryawds/ lit eraryr elat ed.htm
The New York Public Librar y® Recommended Reading
List at http://kids.nypl.org/ reading/ recommended.cf m

HAPPY SUMMER READI NG!!!
Even worse than summer reading

loss is summer math loss. Harris Copper of Duke University
estimates that children lose an average of 2.6
mont hs in mathematical computation during the

summer.

With that in mind, you might have your child

practice several times a week at aninteractive math site.

A few good sites for reinforcing math facts include:

htt p:/ / www.oswego.or g/ ocsd-web/ games/ Mat hmagician/

cat hymat h.ht ml
ht t p:/ / www.f unbr ain.com/ mat h/

ht tp:/ / www.multiplication.com/ interactive games.htm

Our school website has some engaging math game links,

tooNfar beyond simple math fact practice.

Just go to

QAnnual Event LinksO and click on Math Night New.O

POST- REG PACKET UPDATES

Please check the Post-Registration Packet link on our school

website during the summer.

We will continue to post

updat es t hroughout the summer. Thank you.

SUMMER SERVI CE HOURS

Our Parish Portuguese Park ministry is active all year-
round, and our school students are greatly missed by all
during the summer. We encourage students who recently
graduated or those going into eighth grade to consider
continuing their work in this ministry during the summer.
Students may simply show up at the First United
Met hodist Church at 1183 B Street on Tuesdays NO
LATER THAN 9 am. Work should be completed by 9:40.
As a bonus, students may earn one student service hour
for each time they take part inthe summer program.

BOY SCOUTS

The All Saints Cub Scouts Pack 876 are looking for afew
good boys from First Grade through Fourth Grade. Come
join our pack. We have fun, fun, fun. We go camping,
fishing, rock climbing, lazar tagging, hiking, car racing. I n
addition, our kids learn about leadership, the flag, the
pledge of allegiance, eating healthy, sportsmanship,
saf ety, community activities, and lots more. |t is a great
way to spend time with your kids. For more inf ormation,

please contact Judi or Ted Lydon at (510) 581-2006.

CLOTHI NG LABELS

Lori Durand, one of our kindergarten parents, is an agent
for Btuck on You,Oa company that makes adorable and
reasonably priced labels for unif orms, backpacks, shoes,
and the like. Looking at our Lost and Found Bins recently,
| was amazed by how many of the QostQitems were not
Lori®
www.st uckonyou.biz/ loridurand. | nf o will also be posted in

labeled. You might check out link at

the Post-Reg Packet on our school website.

FI ESTA HELP NEEDED

This year Fiesta will be held on September 12th, 13th and
14th. The Fiesta Committee is looking f or volunteers for
the Donations, Entertainment, Booth Coordination and

Sponsorship Committees. All hours worked in these
positions will count toward Fiesta/ Parent Volunteer Hours.
The position of Donation Chairperson is currently open.
Responsibilities include fundraising for the Fiesta,
managing a team of volunteers, making cold calls to local
businesses requesting items for donation and/ or monetary
donations, coordinating with the publicity chair to ensure
announcements are included in church bulletin, creating
and mailing letters, tracking inventory, and reporting to
the Fiesta Committee. For more information, please

contact Alison Brathwaite at 582-4216.
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