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A NEW | RISH BLESSING

May there be springs enough in your life
to outlast the winters.

May there be guitars (and drums) enough
to lift your spirits whenever you need it.

May you be gentle enough

to comfort those who are hurting,

But revolutionary enough

to bring heaven to those who need it now.

May there always be a leprechaun near you
to bring out laughter and dance
and the child in you.

And may God always have room enough
for you in the palm of his hand.

Tom Gilsenan
A Maryknoll Book of Prayer

FROM THE PRI NCI PAL .

Summer is fast approaching and with it “summer reading.”
Evidence abounds regarding the positive effects of summer
reading and how it can help mitigate that dreaded summer
loss of reading and academic skills.

Barbara Heyns, who spent two years documenting summer
reading gains and losses among sixth and seventh graders in
the Aftlanta public schools, found in her now definitive and
classic study, Summer Learning and the Effects of Schooling
(1978), that

' The number of books read during the summer was
consistently related to academic gains.
I Children in every income group who read six or more
books over the summer gained more in reading achieve-
cont inued on page 2

SPRI NG CONCERT

Our annual All Saints School spring concertis TONI GHT,
Thursday, May 17th, at 7:00 in the gymnasium.
Students should be in classrooms by 6:30. Attire this year
is "dressy casual". Jeans, capris, and the like are fine, but
no shorts, please. Please no warm-up suits, athletic wear,
teeshirts with advertisements for products, camouflage
fatigues, halter tops, midriffs, or tank tops. Thank you for
your cooperation.

PARTI Cl PATI ON HOURS

If you have completed your parent participation hours,
please submit your card to the school office as soon as
possible so your account can be credited. The deadline to
submit your hours is Monday, May 21st.

REGI STRATI ON PACKETS DUE

If you have not returned your registration packet, please do
so as soon as possible. Post registration packets are ready
and will be sent home upon receipt of registration
paperwork.

M I SSION STATEMENT . . .

All Saints Catholic School, a parish K-8 school with
Dominican roots, provides a faith-filled, safe, and
nurturing environment in a community that
celebrates its traditions and diversity. All Saints
School is dedicated to academic excellence, to
fostering every child® scholastic success, and to
supporting parents in developing respectful,
responsible, socially conscious children who grow in
their Catholic faith and their ability to say yes to
life . .. yes to God.
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FROM THE PRINCI PAL

continued from page 1

ment than children who did not.

I The use of the public library during the summer was
more predictive of vocabulary gains than attending
summer school was.

' One of the major factors determining whether a child
read over the summer or not was whether the child
used the public library.

' The public library contributed more to the intellectual
growth of children during the summer than any other

public institution, including schools.

From the article "Making the Case for Library Services to Children
and Teens" compiled by the State Library of North Carolina
http://statelibrary.dcr.state.nc.us/ld/youth/case.htm#Power

Renowned linguist and educational researcher Stephen

Krashen writes about the value of free voluntary reading in

his book The Power of Reading (Second Edition 2004). He

concludes:

I Children read more when they see other people reading.

! People who read more, write better.

' Reading as a leisure activity is the best predictor of
comprehension, vocabulary, and reading speed.

' Outstanding high school writers report extensive
summer reading.

' The relationship between free voluntary reading and
literacy is extremely consistent, even when different
tests, different methods of reading habits, and
different definitions of free reading are used.

I If children read one million words a year, at least one
thousand words will be added to their vocabulary.

I Spelling improves the more kids read.

I Children who participate in summer reading programs
benefit from the many literacy-related activities
offered, aiding significantly to literacy development.

' Public library summer reading programs encourage
children to spend a significant amount of time with

books.
Summary from New York State Library's "Highlights on Summer
Reading and Effects on Student Achievement”
http://www.nysl.nysed.gov/libdev/summer/research.htm

My point here is, of course, that your children need to
read—ALL THE TIME, during the school year and, perhaps
even more importantly, during the summer. Clearly, the
benefits of doing so are far-reaching. So what can you, as
parents, do to encourage reading and minimize “summer
reading loss"?

I Let your children see that you value reading. Set

aside time each day for reading—a time when both
you and your children read independently.
Read to your child. Even older children love to be
read to. When I taught junior high, my students
truly enjoyed those occasional story times when I
would read them an old favorite picture book.
Honor your child's reading preferences—be they for
fantasy, realistic fiction, informational books, or
biographies. We, as adults, all have preferences. I'm
an avid reader of nineteenth century British
literature (okay, my degrees are in English
literature), but I have a weakness for good mysteries
and will often read several in a row between other
books.
If your child loves RL. Stine's Goosebumps books,
let him or her devour the whole collection if she/he
is reading all the fime. I, myself, "became a reader”
in third grade when I began devouring all the Nancy
Drew mysteries.
Make sure you have a plentiful collection of books at
home—whether you purchase them, borrow them
from the public library, or provide a combination.
Help your child obtain a library card. Our public
libraries are great resources—and children's
librarians tend to be particularly knowledgeable and
enthusiastic.
If your child is between the ages of 3 and 12, enroll
him/her in the summer reading program at your local
public library, i.e. "Paws, Claws, Scales, and Tales" at
the Hayward Public Library.
Help your child take advantage of the wealth of
books on tape and books on €D available through the
public library system. These are great when traveling
or for the “struggling reader” who might benefit
from following along in the book as the narrator
reads the story. (T'm not sure I'd survive my
commute without my books on CD. T ALWAYS have
one in the car.)
Some libraries sponsor a “Tweens Book Club" for
students in the 10-13 year-old range. Such a book
club provides pre-teens with opportunities to talk
about favorite books and to hear about new ones.
For more information about the Newark Library
Tweens Book Club, call Kat Blair at (510) 795-2627,
ext. 23, or email her at kblair@aclibrary.org.
If your child is going into sixth to ninth grade, s/he
could be around books AND earn service hours
through the Kid Power Volunteer Program at any of
continued on page 3
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the Alameda County Public Libraries (i.e. Castro Valley).
Students must attend a mandatory orientation during
the month of June. For more information, call the
Castro Valley Library at (510) 670-6280.

Finally, if you are looking for book lists, here are a few use-

ful websites

I The American Librarians Association's list of Current
Notable Children's Books at http://www.ala.org/ala/
alsc/awardsscholarships/childrensnotable/notablecbook
list/currentnotable.htm

I The American Librarians Association's link to children's

book award winners at http://www.ala.org/ala/alsc/

I awardsscholarships/literaryawds/literaryrelated.htm
' The New York Public Library's Recommended Reading
List at http://kids.nypl.org/reading/recommended.cfm

HAPPY SUMMER READI NGM!

PRESCHOOL | NFORMATI ON

As previously mentioned, we plan to open our new
preschoolNLittle Saints Pre- KindergartenNin
August. Little Saints will have a schedule identical to that
of our elementary school. In other words, the preschool will
be open from 7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. on days that the
kindergarten to eighth grade programs are in session.

The program will serve fifteen to eighteen four-year olds
when it opens in August. Students must be four by
December 1, 2007. Application packets for the Little Saints
program are currently available in the school office.
Packets include a Q&A with detailed information about the
program.

Please call Sue Porter at 582-1910 if you would like an
application packet sent home with your school-age child. We
would appreciate it if you make friends or neighbors with
pre-kindergarten age children aware of our hew pre-
kindergarten program.

APPLI CATI ON PACKETS

Application packets for new students for the 2007-2008
school year are available in the school office. They are also
posted on our website. If you have an incoming
kindergartner, you may phone the school office and request
that an application packet be sent home with your school age

child.

GOLDEN GATE BOYS CHOIR
SUMMER CAMP

The Golden Gate Boys Choir offers a wonderful summer
music camp for boys. It will take place at the Oakland
Diocesan Youth Retreat Center in Lafayette between
Monday, July 30th and Friday, August 10th. Both a fwo-
week resident camp and a one week day camp program are
offered.  Curriculum includes instruction in choral and
instrumental music, including experience with handbells,
chimes, Orff percussion instruments, and recorders. Camp
activities include skits, games, art and crafts, swimming,
hikes, and evening campfires. Further information and
flyers are available in the school office.

FI ELD DAY LUNCH

Joe Saccomanno has once again agreed to coordinate lunch
on Field Day. This event will take place on Wednesday, June
6th. Mr. Saccomanho reports he could use help preparing
and serving the lunch. If you can assist, please call Mr.
Saccomanno or notify the school office.

CYO TRACK NEWS

Congratulations to All Saints 4th grader Justin Jones for
taking first place in both the 100 and 200 meter events at
the Diocese Championships! Good job Justin!

SUMMER SCHOOLS/ CAMPS

We have received information about a variety of summer
schools and summer camps. Please stop by the school office
to pick up brochures.

PORTUGUESE PARK LUNCHES

As part of our community outreach, All Saints Catholic
School takes part in the parish Tuesday Breakfast in
Portuguese Park Program. Seventh and eighth grade
students work with parish volunteers to serve a meal to the
hungry who gather every Tuesday morning in Portuguese
Park for a hot breakfast. The school asks three classes a
week to provide a healthy lunch to be handed out to those
who gather for breakfast. Lunches should include a
sandwich (ho mayonnaise, please), a piece of fruit, a dessert,
a drink, and a snack item (i.e. chips, carrot sticks). Lunches
should be, if possible, placed in a plastic grocery bag. Many
thanks for your participation in this important outreach.

Tues 05/22 Kindergarten, third, & sixth grade
Tues 05/29 Second, fifth, & eighth grade
Tues 06/05 First, fourth, & seventh grade
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TRAFFIC DUTY

Week of 5/18 to 5/24
F 05/18 Mar quez
M 05/21 Mar quez
T 05/22 NEED VOLUNTEERS
W 05/23 NEED VOLUNTEERS
Th 05/24 NEED VOLUNTEERS
Traffic duty is from 7:35 to 8:05 a.m.

LUNCH SUPERVI SI ON

Week of 5/18 to 5/24
F 05/18 West
M 05/21 Triana
T 05/22 Vargas
W 05/23 Triana
Th 05/24 NEED VOLUNTEER
Lunch supervision is from 12:00 to 1:45.

CALLING ALL ALUMNI

As we prepare for the school's sixtieth anniversary
celebration, we are trying to update our alumni database. If
you know All Saints School alumni, we'd appreciate it if you
would call/ask them to call the school office to provide us
with updated personal information, including name, address,
phone number, email address, and year of graduation. Many
thanks for your help in this endeavor.

SCRIP NEWS

New!! We now have Saf eway scrip available for purchase
daily in the auditorium. Use scrip along with your Safeway
club card and All Saints earns a larger profit! Remember,
we also carry scrip for Arco, Home Depot, Lowes, Macys, JC
Penney, Sears, Toys R Us, Longs Drugs, FoodMaxx, and
Starbucks as part of our daily scrip inventory.

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING

Training for new altar servers began Tuesday, May 1st. You
may still attend if you have a child interested in becoming an
altar server. Training is being held from 4:00 until 5:30 p.m.
in the church. This ministry is open to students from
fourth grade and up who are baptized and have made First
Holy Communion. A parent or guardian must accompany the
student for each session.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Can you spare half an hour in the morning to
help keep our children safe? Lately we have not
had enough volunteers for morning traffic duty. This is a
very important volunteer job. If you can assist from 7:40
am. until 8:05 am., your help would be greatly
appreciated. The sign-up binder is on the counter in the
school office.

STUDENT SERVICE HOURS

Service hour reports for the second half of the year for
students in grades five to eight are due Monday,
May 21st. Reporting forms were given fo students at
the beginning of school year. If your child has misplaced
his/her form, please have him/her pick up a duplicate in
the school office. Please remember: Service hours
comprise a portion of vyour child's religion grade.
Students who do not report their hours in a timely manner
will have their religion grades lowered by up to one full
grade and will receive an incomplete on their report card
until hours are completed.

BI RTHDAY SPECI AL DRESS

Special dress for all students who celebrate their
birthday in May/June will be on Friday, May 25th. HAPPY
BIRTHDAVY!

STUDENT COUNCIL

Applications to run for Student Council will be
available from Mr. Fields and Mrs. Mejdani next week.
Students in sixth and seventh grades who are interested
in running for office must complete the forms and return
them to Mr. Fields or Mrs. Mejdani by Friday, May 18th.
Elections will be held on Friday, May 25th. All students
who are elected to office will be eligible to attend the
Diocesan Student Leadership Camp at St. Agnes School
during the week of June 11th.

TAE KWON DO

If your child is enrolled in Tae Kwon Do, please mark your
calendars for the following important events. Saturday,
May 19, 2007 will be the 5th Annual TaeKwonDo
Tournament and Belt Presentation. Friday, June 1, 2007
will be the last day for TaeKwonDo and will also be the
2006-2007 Perseverance Awards presentation. The first
day of the TaeKwonDo summer program will be Saturday,
June 19, 2007.
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TONER RECYCLE DAY

We hope you've been saving your used toner cartridges as
much as your aluminum cans because our final Toner
Cartridge Recycle day of the 2006/2007 school year is
coming on Friday, May 25th. Free dress for students
who participate in this recycle day is Friday, June 1st.

ST. JUDE MATH-A-THON

Pledge forms for the St. Jude Math-a-Thon will went home
on Monday. Monies earnhed from the math-a-thon will
support cancer research at St. Jude's Children's Hospital.

7th/8th GRADE FEES

All 7th and 8th grade fees should be paid in full by May 1st.
The 7th Grade Science Camp fee is $325.00. The 8th
Grade Retreat Fee is $250.00, and the Graduation Fee is
$70.00.

| MPORTANT SCRI P REMI NDER

The last day to meet your scrip commitment for this school
year is May 31st. Albertson's shoppers please total your
receipts and turn them in as soon as possible.

Please remember that families will be billed a 10% Scrip
penalty for any portion of their Scrip commitment not
fulfilled. (i.e. Families who purchased only $2,000 of their
$3,600 commitment will be billed $160.00, 10% of the
$1600 in Scrip not purchased. )

HAWAI I AN DANCE CLASSES

Great news! Next year we will be able to offer an extra-
curricular Hawaiian dance class through our Kids Klub
program. Julie Bugarin, a first grade parent, operates a
dance studio in Castro Valley and is willing to offer a class a
week on-site at All Saints. Cost will be approximately that
of most other extra-curricular offerings, approximately $12
a week. Details will be forthcoming before school is out.

LOST AND FOUND

Our lost and found bins are overflowing with items such as
lunchboxes, uniforms, coats and books. Please take some
time to look through the bins for any items your child may
have misplaced.

BOX TOPS NEWS

Box tops will be collected for the final time this year on
Monday, May 21st. The class with the most box
tops will be awarded an ice cream party. Please continue
collecting box tops during the summer as we will continue
this program next year. Your efforts are making a
difference. Thank you for your support!

STILL NEED PARENT
PARTI Cl PATI ON HOURS?

The All Saints Master Plan Committee is in need of
volunteers to make phone calls during the parish phone-a-
thon on Thursday, May 31, 2007, between 5:00
and 9:00 p.m. Volunteers will be furnished with a
prepared script.

This is a great opportunity for families still in need of
school parent participation hours! For further
information or to volunteer, contact Larry Mathewson at
(510) 881 - 0835, or at LPMATHEWSON®yahoo.com.

ACCOUNT SETTLEMENT

Just a reminder as we approach the end of the school
year: All tuition, fees, (PTG, graduation, retreat, science
camp, registration), Parent Participation hour penalties,
Scrip penalties, Kids Klub tuition and fees, and lost or
damaged books fines must be cleared up in the school
office prior to the last day of school. No report cards
will be released until all assessments are paid in full.

| MPORTANT DATES IN JUNE

To help you plan for the last few weeks of school, here
are some important dates.

May 28th Memorial Day holiday - school CLOSED
May 30th 8th grade picnic
May Peacemaker Awards - 8:00 a.m. in
the gym
May 31st Baccalaureate Mass/eighth grade
awards ceremony - 8:30 a.m.
June 2nd 8th grade graduation - 10:30 a.m.
June 5th Kindergarten Celebration - 7:00 p.m.
June 6th Minimum Day - 12:00 p.m. dismissal
End-of-Year Picnic and Sports Day
June 7th LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

End of Year Prayer Service - 8:30
10:00 a.m. dismissal
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