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FOR CATHOLI C SCHOOLS WEEK .

Lord Jesus, Son of God,
Thank you for the gift of Catholic education.
Day after day, week after week,
you give us many opportunities to grow and learn.
Help us to respond to the gift of faith
so that we may be recognized as your disciples.
Amen.

fromthe Faith First website

Catholic schools provide young people with sound
Church teaching through a broad- based curriculum,
where faith and culture and intertwined in all areas
of a school® life. By equipping our young people
with a sound education, rooted in the Gospel
message, the Person of Jesus Christ, and rich in
the cherished traditions and liturgical practices of
our faith, we ensure that they have the foundation
to live morally and uprightly in our complex modern
world. This unique Catholic identity makes our
Catholic elementary and secondary schools (chools
for the human personO and allows them to fill a
critical role in the future life of our Church, our

country, and our world.
U.S. Conf erence of Catholic Bishops, July 2005
ORnewing OUR Commit ment to Cat holic Elementary &
Secondary Schools in the Third MillenniumO

FROM THE PRINCI PAL .

Beginning the last Sunday in January, Catholic schools and
parishes across the country annually observe Catholic
Schools Week.
who and what we are as Catholic Schools. It has been more

Cat holic Schools Week is a celebration of

than 400 years since Franciscan priests opened the first
American Cat holic school in St. Augustine, Florida. Today All
continued on page 2

ASH WEDNESDAY MASS

February 6th is Ash Wednesday. Masses will be as f ollows:
7:30 am., 9:00 am,, 4:00 p.m., 6:00 p.m., and 8:00 p.m. The
8:00 p.m. mass will be in Spanish.

Just areminder to come early. Ash Wednesday masses are
amongst the most attended liturgies of the year. The
parking lot fills early and street parking, as you know, is
severely limit ed.

FUTURE CITY COMPETI TI ON

Our five Future City teams were awesome this year and
garnered significant awards. Look for details in next week®
newletter.

SCI ENCE FAIR

The annual All Saints School Science Fair will take place
between Thursday, February 7th and Sunday, February
10th. Projects may be viewed after school on the 7th and
8th and from 9:00 until noon on Sunday the 10t h.

MI NI MUM DAY

Next Wednesday, February 6th, is a minimum day. School is
dismissed at 12 noon. Kids Klub will be available.

M | SSION STATEMENT . . .

All Saints Catholic School, a parish K-8 school with
Dominican roots, provides a faith-filled, safe, and
nurturing environment in a community that
celebrates its traditions and diversity. All Saints
School is dedicated to academic excellence, to
fostering every child® scholastic success, and to
supporting  parents in  developing respectful,
responsible, socially conscious children who grow in
their Catholic faith and their ability to say yes to
life . . . yes to God.

ALL S AINTS SCHOOL 1




FROM THE PRINCI PAL

continued from page 1

Saints Catholic School is part of the community of over
7000 schoolsN 6,288 pre-school, elementary and middle
schools, and 1,210 high schools serving almost two point
three million students. |t is part of a community nationwide
of over three-and-a-half million parents committed to
Catholic education and more than 150,000 (159,135)
educat orsN 95.6% of whom are layN answering the call of an
impor tant Church ministry.

This year the theme of Catholic Schools Week is QCat holic
Schools Light the Way.O Ot highlights the mission of our
schools to provide afaith-filled education that supports the
whole child in improved learning, and in leading a fulfilled
and balanced life. Balanced, educated and spiritually
nurtured students will Qight the WayOto a brighter future,
through their leadership in communities, governments,
businesses and families. Additionally, Catholic School
teachers Qight the WayO in each and every classroom
through their dedication to strong academics and the
healt hy spiritual development of each of their students.

Dr. Karen M. Ristau, the president of the National Catholic
Education Association, notes that QCatholic Schools are a
bright spot in education all year around. But on this week we
want to focus everyone® attention on the fact that Catholic
schools truly do enlighten our students. In addition to
learning reading, writing and arithmetic, students also learn
how t o become persons of character and integrity sothey can
light the way for others.O

Evidence of students at All Saints striving to light the way
for others abounds but, perhaps, is nowhere more evident
than in their work to feed the poor in our community. Our
students are actively involved in the parish (Quesday
Breakfast in Portuguese Park Program.0 In addition to
providing bag lunches for those who frequent the park, each
week several seventh or eighth graders gotothe park tolead
grace, greet the Portuguese Park community, serve
breakfast, and pass out the lunches. (All members of these
classes do this on a rotating basis.) Periodically, throughout
the year, students organize drives to provide toiletries and
other small items for those they serve. During Advent, the
Student Council collects hats, scarves, gloves, and sock; wraps
them; makes personal gift cards; and, while younger classes
sing Christmas carols in the center of the park, distribute
them to each person who breakf asts there.

This year, when the Hayward City Council began its dialogue

on (Xeeping Downt own Haywar d Saf e and Clean,Oour students
were present to address the council with its concerns
regarding the future of the Portuguese Park program. They
wrote personal letters to Mayor Sweeney asking for further
conversation, and met himto reiterate their concerns and to
ask to be part of the solution of how to best serve the needs
of the poor and homeless in our community. Two of our
students are currently working as part of the parish
committee attempting to find ways todojust that. All Saints
students are, indeed, lighting the way to a brighter future
through t heir leader ship in our community.

Robert Kealey, former Executive Director of the
Department of Elementary Schools of the National Catholic
Education Association, recently concluded an address to
principals with t he f ollowing:

A 21st century Catholic school [must have] a
curriculum that embodies faith, values, and
The heart of school is faith, the
evangelization of the students. The school helps
students to grow and deepen their virtues so they
The school does

excellence.

become daily-lived realities.
everything in an excellent manner.

All Saints School consistently strives to be such a place.

JUAN OLMEDO
DISTINGUI SHED EDUCATOR

During Cat holic Schools Week we take the time at All Saints
to pay tribute to a distinguished educator. Although most
people probably think of teachers when they hear the word
educat or, those of us who work in schools know the reality is
more encompassing: everyone who works in a school is an
educat or in one way or anot her. Juan Olmedo may not teach
our children math or reading or social studies, but he does
provide them with a living example of what it means to
model Christian behavior, to be a respectful, caring person,
and to work in the service of others. He is, indeed, a
distinguished educat or.

Juan is a truly amazing person. His talents seem endless.
He has created a counseling room out of a closet, been
almost single-handedly responsible for the expansion of the
library media center, built library bookcases, and remodeled
our supply room. He ensures that we have heatNno small
feat with the tricky nature of our boiler, that leaks in the
roof are taken care of before classrooms are flooded, and
that plumbing and drainage problems disappear in the blink

of an eye. continued on page
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AUCTI ON SIGNUPS

The Auction signup binder is in the office. Please take a
moment to stop by and sign up for any areas of the auction
wher e you can assist.

VISION TESTING
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Volunteers are needed to help with vision testing for the
following dates and times:

Monday, February 11 9 bllam.
Monday, February 25 9 bllam.
Monday, March 17 8:30 b1l p.m.

No experience is necessary. PHease call Martha Fairwell
889-8428 if you can assist.

HOLI DAYS

Friday, February 15th, and Monday, February
18th, school will be closed in observance of
Presidents Day. Classes will resume Tuesday, February
19th.

FEE STATEMENTS

Fee statements will be going home this week. ALL fees
should be paid in full by April 30th. As a side note for 7th
and 8th grade parents; 7th Grade Science Camp fee is
$325.00. The 8th Grade Retreat Fee is $275.00, 8th
Grade Sacramento Trip Fee is $35.00 and the Graduation
Fee is $70.00. Pease remember to send all fees to the
school of fice and not to Armanino McKenna.

AUCTI ON DONATION DROP-
OFFS

The All Saints Auction Committee will be collecting auction
donations in the school parking lot Thursday January 31%
7:30 am D8:30 am and Friday, February 1 4 p.m. B6 p.m.
You may contact Sandy Cariel or Shelby Kennedy if you
would like to drop off your donation prior to the dates
above. As areminder, adonation is required as part of your
parent agreement.

APPLI CATI ON PACKETS

Application packets for new students for the 2008-2009
school year are available in the school of fice. They are also
posted on our website. If you have an in-coming
kindergartner, you may phone the school of fice and request
that an application packet be sent home wit h your school age
child.

CALLING ALL ALUMNI

As we prepare for the school® sixtieth anniversary
celebration, we are trying to update our alumni dat abase.
I f you know All Saints School alumni, we@ appreciate it if
you would call/ask them to call the school office to
provide us with updated personal information, including
name, address, phone number, email address, and year of
graduation. Many thanks for your help in this endeavor.

PARENT HOURS

Parent participation cards (red cards) are being collected
at this time. Pease make sure you have filled out the
hours you worked for each month from August through
December 2007. Side one of your card must be
subtotaled. Cards should be received in the
office by January 31st. Unless you have
completed your service hours, your card will be returned
to you once the hours have been logged so that you may
continue recording your service hours. Cards will be
collected again in May for afinal tally.

ALL SAINTS STAFF ON TV

Steve Mullin, Carol Kassouf, and Linda Knox were recent
guests on Paul Russo® Best Kept Secrets
television show. Watch for the broadcast on local
access television (channel 28) over the next three
Wednesdays at 8:00 p.m.

BOYS CAN SING DAY

Friday, February 22nd, will be our sixth annual Boys Can
Sing, Too! Day at All Saints. Boys from throughout the
diocese will be participating in what has become a maj or
diocesan schools event. We invite you to join us for the
concert at 3:30 p.m. in the church. Please note: Due
to the concert, boys in grades 4, 5, and 6
will be dismissed at 4:00 p.m. on the 22nd.

AUCTION MEETING

The Auction Committee is looking for volunteers to help
with this year® Auction which is just around the corner.
We are committed to improve the auction items and help
put the FUN back in fundraising. This is a great way to
meet other parents and make great friends. Please
contact Sandy Cariel 881-8424 or Shelby Kennedy 925-
417-0371 for additional information. Our next meeting is
tomorrow, Friday, February st at Sandy® house. Please
call for directions and come join the Fun!!
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TUITION ASSISTANCE

F.A.CE., Financial Aid for Catholic Education, annually
awards $1625 grants to children who might otherwise not
be able to attend Catholic schools. The annual F.A.CEE.
application f orms are now available in the school office. | f
you are in need of tuition assistance, you should complete
this form and return it to the school office by Friday,

March 14th. The form requires family financial inf ormation
as well as a copy of your 2007 | RS 1040 form and your W2
and/ or 1099 form(s). Please be assured this information is
confidential and is seen only by the Private School Aid
Service which evaluates applications for F.A.C.E. and by
Linda Knox and Steve Mullin. Families requesting
school/ parish tuition assistance must have a
F.A.C.E. application on file in the school
office in order to qualify for school/parish
assist ance.

"The Basic Fund is a privately funded program dedicated to
broadening the educational opportunities for children by
helping low-income families afford the cost of tuition at
private schools.”

To qualify for Basic Fund tuition assistance, a family must

meet ALL of the following requirements:

1. The family must plan to have their child attend a
registered private school in Alameda, Marin, San
Francisco, or San Mateo Counties. (All Saints Catholic
School is such a school.)

2. The child must meet all academic and other admission
requirements of the school.

3. The child must be entering kindergartento 8th grade.
The family must meet the income eligibility guidelines
set by the Basic Fund. Maximum income for a f amily of
two (one child and one parent) cannot exceed $36,289.
Maximum income for a family of five cannot exceed
$64,099.

The Basic Fund awar ds scholarships of up to $1,500 annually

per child for a minimum of four years. Once eligibility is

established, names are placed in a drawing in early May. |f
you have an incoming kindergartner and are in need of
tuition assistance, please ask Mrs. Porter for an application.

I f you know anyone who would like their child to receive a

Cat holic school education but is not pursuing this dream

because of finances, please pass this information along to

them. More information is available at www.basicf und.org.

Basic Fund inf ormation and applications may also be picked
up in the All Saints Catholic School office and are mailed
directly to the Basic Fund. Applications are generally due in

early April.

PORTUGUESE PARK LUNCHES

As part of our community outreach, All Saints Catholic

School takes part in the parish Tuesday Breakfast in

Portuguese Park Program. Seventh and eighth grade

students work with parish volunteers to serve a meal to

the hungry who gather every Tuesday morning in

Portuguese Park for a hot breakfast. The school asks

three classes a week to provide a healthy lunch to be

handed out to those who gather for breakfast. Lunches

should include a sandwich (no mayonnaise, please), a piece

of fruit, a dessert, a drink, and a snack item (i.e. chips,

carrot sticks). Lunches should be, if possible, placed in a

plastic grocery bag. Many thanks f or your participation in

this important outreach.

Tues 2/5
Tues 2/ 12
Tues 2/19

F2/1
M 2/4
T 2/5
W 2/6
Th2/7

Second, fifth, & eighth grade
First, fourth, & seventh grade
Kindergarten, third, & sixth grade

TRAFFI C DUTY
Week of 2/1 B2/7

Justice

Mendoza

Mendoza

Mendoza

NEED VOLUNTEERS

Traffic duty is from 7:35 to 8:05 a.m.
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU SIGN IN IN THE TRAFFIC
DUTY BOOK IN THE SCHOOL OFFI CE

LUNCH SUPERVI SI ON

F 2/1
M 2/4
T2/5
W 2/6
Th2/7

Week of 2/1 - 2/7
Deng
NEED VOLUNTEER
Bur ns/ Deng
NEED VOLUNTEER
NEED VOLUNTEER

Lunch supervision is from 12:00 to 1:45.
PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU SIGN IN IN THE YARD
DUTY BOOK IN THE SCHOOL OFFI CE

MATH NIGHT

Our annual family Math Night will take place starting at

6:30 on Wednesday, February 13th. We invite you and

your entire family to come (lay mathO with us that

evening.

Details will follow in the next few weeks.

PLEASE NOTE: If you know a prospective All Saints
family, please invite themto attend t his f un evening.
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JUAN OLMEDO

continued from page 2

| could go on and on, but our students, who truly admire and

respect Juan say it far better than |, so | share with you

excerpts of

letters written about him by our seventh

graders:

¥
¥

Mr. Olmedo is a great role model here at All Saints.

Mr. Olmedo not only helps and teaches us, but he gives
us opportunites to help and do t hings

We can tell he loves us because he gets our ball out of
the spit pit and off the roof. During the winter, he
fixes the heater sothat we can stay warm. He® areally
cool guy. He always has a smile on his f ace.

Mr. Olmedo, what would All Saints do wit hout you?. . .You
are a big part of our community. Your work is
appreciated by all.

Mr. Olmedo is very handy with tools and can fix a lot of
stuff.

| think of Mr. Olmedo as more than a man who works at
my school. | think of him as more of afriend. He always
smiles at me and, if it® not a smile, it@a hello or a wave.
This man can fix ANYthing! He can fix chairs, heaters,
cuts, you name it . ..

Mr. Olmedo has retrieved balls from the Gpit pit,0
helped the garbage crew pull out garbage cans, fixed
chairs and desks, made sure the heater is turned on at
the right time, and did | mention get balls from the Gpit
pit® It is awonder that he does this everyday!

He helps brighten my day when he smiles at us because
it shows that he really does the things that he does so
that we can have a better education, and so we can build
abetter school.

The best quality about Mr. Olmedo is that he tries and
per sever es.

Mr. Olmedo is awesome. He is not just a plant manager,

heis afriend.

And, perhaps, my personal favorite: OWr. Olmedo, you are

one of the best people.

YOU ROCK! You help kids, which

tells me that you would help anyone who comes running to

you in need, young or old, big or small. So Mr. Olmedo, thank

you for teaching me that important life lesson. Here are a
couple of other things you do for us: fix our chairs, get the
balls of f the roof, fix anything that is broken in the school,
get the balls out of the spit pit, etc. That makes you, in my
eyes, the educator of the year. So thank you, Mr. Olmedo.
From a beloved All Saints student.

It was with great pleasure that we paid tribute to Juan

Olmedo as a distinquished Cat holic educat or.

FORMAL DRESS

Next Wednesday, February 6th, is aformal dress day. All
students will be attending Ash Wednesday liturgy. Mass
that day will be at 9:00 a.m. (instead of 8:30).

VOLUNTEER NEEDED

A parent or student volunteer is needed to help with
counting used toner cartridges. Please contact Mrs.

Porter inthe school of fice for details.

DATES TO CALENDAR

A fewdates to mark on your calendars:

! January 27th through February 2nd B Catholic
Schools Week B2008 Theme: CCatholic Schools Light
the WayO

! Friday, February 1st B Geography Bee

! February 9th to February 11t h BScience Fair

! Tuesday, February 13th BFamily Math Night

! Friday, February 22nd B Boys Can Sing Festival,

grades three to seven; concert from 3:15 to 4:00
I

ALL SAINTS JR HI GH RALLY

All Saints Church will be hosting their annual Jr. High
Rally: Becoming a Hero! |t will take place on February 9th
Chris
If you have any

at 11:30 am., including music, mass and dinner.
Padgett will be our Keynote Speaker.
guestions, please contact Jeremy Stafford at 510-538-
5195.

ALL SAINTS FAMILY DAY

Join Chris Padgett for an amazing time of laughing, singing
and being inspired. Chris is a veteran of World Youth Day.
He will be preaching at the 9:00 am. mass and will have a
special family day in the gym at 10:00 am. on February
10th. All are welcome Pthis event is for the whole family.
If you have any questions,
Stafford at (510) 538-5195.

please contact Jeremy
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